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ETW HAS MOVED! 
 

BY JOYCE WONG 

By God’s wonderful provision and timing, we have found 

a location for the new ETW centre at the Equation Building. 

It is a 5 minute walk from Tiong Bahru Plaza, which is just 

above the MRT station and many buses stop there. It is a 

bigger unit thus we can accommodate more people for the 

classes and the ETW Ekklesia. 

 

“We are grateful that God gave us a place of His choosing 

and has brought it about so quickly. It was literally "seen on 

Thursday, offer made, offer rejected", back to consultation 

with the Committee, then on Friday, "new offer made and 

received" then "signed, sealed and delivered" into our 

keeping by the gracious hand of God.” Cecilia 

 

 
Continued on page 3  
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ETW  CENTRE  

@  EQUATION BUILDING  

 
ETW Centre is located along Jalan Bukit Ho 

Swee. 

There is a HDB carpark opposite the centre, free 
parking on Sundays and Public Holidays.  

Tiong Bahru MRT Station is @ Tiong Bahru Plaza. 
There are many buses Tiong Bahru Road and 

Lower Delta Road. 

�  
www.etword.org 
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 FROM THE EDITORIAL DESK �    2009 CLASS SCHEDULE �  

  

Greetings to friends of ETW, 

Change and more change are our lot in this and 
forthcoming years. But it will be our attitude which 
determines how we face the inevitable changes that will 
come into our lives: with courage or with cowardice. 
Which it will be will depend on your knowledge of 
God, as Daniel 11:32b says, “but the people who know their 
God will display strength and take action.” 
  

This is why we encourage all our students and friends 
of ETW to get into the Word of God like never before. 
“It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the 
words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life” says 
Yeshua (John 6:63). 

  

There’s an urgency, it seems, for those who have been 
pressing in to know God more and more and we need 
to spend the available time in the Word of God and 
prayer. This was one reason why we celebrated 
Pentecost for the first time on 31 May and learned to 
pray as a body. It was a wonderfully blessed time for 
most, if not all. God is good. 

  

The only other vital Word from God for all comes from 
several Bible passages, which tells you how important it 
is. It is the need to love Yahweh our Adonai with all our 
heart, soul, mind and strength and to love our neighbor as 
ourselves. If you are doing this, you do well. 

  

Shalom, 
Cecilia Perh 

 

 

�  

MONDAY  N IGHTS   
( 7 . 30PM - 9 . 45PM )  

>  BEGINNING  4  MAY  2009  < 

“What does the Bible Say about the 
Coming of our Lord and the 

Gathering Together of the Saints, Pt 
1” (11 Lessons),  

followed by Pt 2 

�  

TUESDAY  MORNINGS   

( 9 .30AM - 12 . 30PM )   

>  BEGINNING  21  APRI L  2009  < 

Revelation Pt 2 (11 Lessons),  

followed by Pt 3 

�  

TUESDAY  N IGHTS  ( 7 . 30PM -
9 ; 45PM )  >  BEG INNING  17  

MARCH  2009  < 

Daniel Pt 2 (12 Lessons), 

Followed by 1 Thessalonians 

  

WEDNESDAY  MORNINGS   
( 9 .30AM - 12 . 30PM )  

>  BEG INNING  8  APRIL  2009  < 

Romans 101 (10 lessons) 

  

 

�  

WEDNESDAY  N IGHTS   

( 7 . 30PM - 9 ; 45PM )  

>  BEGINNING  29  APRI L  2009  < 

Romans 101 (10 lessons) 

  

FRIDAY  MORNINGS   
( 9 .30AM - 12 . 30PM )  

>  BEG INNING  8  MAY  2009  < 

Revelation Pt4 (14 lessons),  

followed by  
“What does the Bible Say about the 

Coming of our Lord and the 
Gathering Together of the Saints, Pt 

1”  

�  

SATURDAY  A FTERNOONS   
( 3 . 00PM - 4 . 30PM )  

>  BEG INNING  10  JAN  2009  < 

Foundations Class - for 
newcomers/those who have 

questions about the faith (Gospel of 
John followed by Acts)  

�  

SATURDAY  EVEN INGS  
( 5 . 30PM - 7 . 00PM )  

>  BEGINNING  18  APRI L  2009  < 

ETW Ekklesia – Book of Numbers, 
followed by Deuteronomy, Joshua, 

Judges etc. 
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 ADVERTORIAL � 

 

Foundational S eries

Romans 101

S in & S alvation

By Cecilia Perh

�

E ntrusting the Word 

to the Faithful

Copyright © Entrusting the Word  
 

Cecilia has recently written a new 
foundational series on the book of Romans 
aimed at equipping the saints with the 
necessary tool for evangelistic and 
discipleship purposes. This is in line with 
the ministry’s goal of entrusting the word 
to the faithful.  

This book is meant to be used as a 
discussion style Bible study to provoke 
thinking and establishing the IBS method 
of study in Bible students. 

 

� 

 EPISTOLE � 

���� 
Hi Cecilia, 

  

Thanks. I appreciate your partnership. I 
started an Overview of the Book of Ruth 
last Saturday (whole day) and will do 
lessons 2 to 5 over the next 4 weeks 
starting this coming Sunday. Obadiah 
begins tonight for 5 weeks.  

I give praise to God for the gift that He has 
given to you. The amount of work you 
have put in to design all the study guides 
and the powerpoint teaching slides is 
amazing. May you be richly blessed and 
the work you have put in bless many 
others. It has indeed blessed those who 
attend my classes. 

God has indeed opened up a lot of 
teaching opportunities in different 
churches. I will be starting another class in 
May with another church. There is another 
church that is keen to start a class. Pray for 
me as I have to watch that I don't over 
stretch myself. I am only doing this part-
time on top of my regular job. 

God bless. 

ET  

� 

� Write and share your thoughts with 
us! 

 
 Continued from front page 

Renovations started on 15 March 2009, 

moving was done on 25 March 2009 and 

we started classes at the new centre on 

28 March 2009 with Foundations and 

Torah classes. We celebrated Passover 

on 11 April 2009 and ETW Ekklesia had 

the first service there on 18 April 2009. 

We truly give thanks and praise to 

‘Yahweh Yireh’ (LORD will provide) for 

providing for all our needs in His time. 

We appreciate all the gifts and offerings, 

help in moving and decorating the new 

centre. � 

Address: 300 Jalan Bukit Ho Swee,  

#03-02 Equation Building  

Singapore 169566 

Nearest MRT: Tiong Bahru 

Buses: Tiong Bahru Plaza: 5, 15, 16B, 33, 

33A, 63, 123, 123A, 195, 195A, 851, NR5 

Lower Delta Road: 14, 32, 64, 65 

 

IBS  WORKSHOPS  
INTRO TO IBS SKILLS 
Those with no knowledge of IBS 
IW 001 Psalm 1 (1.5 hr) 
IW 002 1 Thessalonians 1 (2 hr) 
IW 003 Matthew 6:24-34 (1 ½ hr) 
IW 004 1 Corinthians 12 (2 hr) 
 

BASIC IBS SKILLS 
BW 101 Overview of Philemon (4h)  
BW 102 Overview of Obadiah (4h) 
BW 103 Overview of Haggai (4h) 
BW 104 Overview and Chapter Study 

of Jude (1 day) 
BW 201 Overview and Chapter Study 

of 2 Peter (2 days) 
BW 202 Overview and Chapter Study 

of 1 Thessalonians (2 days) 
 

STRUCTURING SKILLS 
SW 101 Structuring of Philemon (1 day)  
SW 102 Structuring of Jude (1 day) 
SW 103 Structuring of Titus (1.5 days) 
SW 201 Structuring of 2Peter (2 days) 
SW 202 Structuring of Philippians (2 

days) 
SW 203 Structuring of Colossians (2 

days) 
 

 
 

 

22 3 



 

MIGDAL EDER (TOWER OF THE FLOCK) 
BY JEFFREY LOH 

Those of us who have been brought up in the Western Christian tradition are 

probably familiar with the Nativity scene of Jesus born in a trough for feeding 

animals. Some probably could not fathom how the Lord Jesus could be born in such 

a dirty smelly place, though various commentators seek to explain this. Having gone 

to Israel, I believe there is biblical evidence that Jesus was not born merely in a 

trough, but a more appropriate place, in keeping with His role as the “Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world.” (John 1:29) 
 

Tradition says that Jesus’ birth place was in a cave in Bethlehem. At the request of 

his mother, Roman Emperor Constantine built a Basilica over this cave in the 4th 

century BC to house what was thought to be the birth place of Jesus. It was 

subsequently destroyed and rebuilt by the Emperor Justinian in 530 AD. 
 

Micah 5:2  " But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among 

the clans of Judah, From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. 

His goings forth are from long ago, From the days of eternity." 

 

 
Continued on page 5 

  
 EPISTOLE � 

���� 
Dear Teacher, 

 

I want to thanks to your Devine guidance in our lives. I am sure that God is using 
you and your organization abundantly for His work and GOD Bless you all. 

I was just going through your website and got encouraged each time when I read 
and listen to your teachings. 

Here we are doing well by Almighty's grace. We are still in Bangalore and going for 
Job. By God Grace till now we are in secure job. Esther is still in Canada and will be 
finishing her course soon. 

Spiritually we are growing in the Lord and working for Him where ever we are. 
Continually attending our church for fellowship. 

I am writing this mail to you, to take permission that whether to share your 
teachings (that are given freely, non copyright things) in our youth group. We have 
small group around 10 at church and around 5/6 at my office. Some times we only 
take sessions to encourage each other and to grow in the Lord. 

As I like your teachings and found that very meaningful, doctrinal and straight 
forward, I would like to share your teachings in these small groups with your 
permission. 

The things that are happening around us indicates that Jesus our Lord is coming 
back soon and need more and more insight to understand Him. We have a great 
responsibility to share the gospel to un reached people (even to our relatives, 
colleagues). 

Please pray for us as we are facing challenges in our work place to share the gospel. 

And also let Almighty God take control of our lives. 

Thank you once again for all your help to us. 

In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins. 1 John 4:10 

   

In Him, 

IR (India) 
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Since the retelling of the Exodus to one's child is the object of the Seder experience, 
much effort is made to arouse the interest and curiosity of the children and keep them 
awake during the meal. To that end, questions and answers are a central device in the 
Seder ritual. By encouraging children to ask questions, they will be more open to 
hearing the answers. 

The most famous question which the youngest child asks at the Seder is the Mah 
Nishtanah - "Why is this night different from all other nights?" After the asking of 
these questions, the main portion of the Seder, Magid, gives over the answers in the 
form of a historical review.  

The afikoman is a half-piece of matzo which is broken in the early stages of the 
Passover Seder and set aside to be eaten as "dessert" after the meal. Cecilia then hid the 
afikoman and the children must find it, whereupon they received an “ang pao” as a 
prize or reward.  

Another question asked by Cecilia is if Elijah is waiting at the door. As it is written, 

Malachi 4:5   5 "Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the 
coming of the great and terrible day of the LORD. 

 

All the participants were enlightened by observing this Passover Seder. We would like 

to thank all helpers who have made this Passover celebration a memorable one. � 

 

The place that Jesus would be born was clearly prophesized in Micah 5:2 and 

confirmed by the gospel writers. But where in Bethlehem was Jesus born? The New 

Testament writers certainly did not state the exact location. Neither do they mention 

animal troughs. Luke’s gospel mentions the “manger” which simply means a “stall” 

for keeping animals and Luke 13:15 is translated as such. The question we need to 

ask is what stall or manger was this referring to and what kind of animals were 

being housed there? Certainly, the nativity scenes that we see during the Christmas 

season reinforce the idea of Jesus born in the feeding trough of donkeys, horses and 

chickens.  

 

Micah 4:7-8 "… And the LORD will reign over them in Mount Zion 

From now on and forever. And as for you, tower of the flock, Hill of the 

daughter of Zion, To you it will come-- Even the former dominion will 

come, The kingdom of the daughter of Jerusalem.  

 

Although the New Testament does not mention where in Bethlehem Jesus was born, 

Micah mentions a place called the “tower of the flock” (Migdal Edar), meaning a 

watchtower of the flock. In ancient times, the watchtower was used to as a military 

tower protect a city against enemies (Jdg 9:46-52) or it could serve to protect the flock 

against wild beasts (2Chr 26:9-10). 

 Continued on page 7 
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JUST A CLICK AWAY…. 
The lesson notes and a whole collection of 
information are available through a click on the 
internet!  

The location is @ 

http://www.etword.org 

� 

LET’S LISTEN …. 
Check out the link @  

http://www.heartcrymissionary.com/ 

� 

LET’S READ …. 
Hitler's Cross: The revealing story of how the cross 
of Christ was used as a symbol of the Nazi agenda.  

Available at the Centre. 

 

 

  

 

The Passover Seder Plate is a special plate containing symbolic foods used 
during the Passover Seder. Each item arranged on the plate has special 
significance to the retelling of the story of the Exodus from Egypt. The last 
symbolic item used during the meal—a stack of three matzot—is placed on its 
own plate on the Seder table. The items on the Seder Plate are: 

	 Maror; A type of bitter herb, symbolizing the bitterness and harshness of the 
slavery which the Jews endured in Ancient Egypt. Many people use freshly 
grated horseradish or whole horseradish root.  

	 Charoset; A sweet, brown, pebbly mixture, representing the mortar used by 
the Jewish slaves to build the storehouses of Egypt. 

	 Karpas; A vegetable, usually parsley but sometimes something such as 
celery or cooked potato, which is dipped into salt water (Ashkenazi custom), 
vinegar (Sephardi custom) or charoset (older custom, still common amongst 
Yemenite Jews) at the beginning of the Seder. 

	 Z'roa; A roasted shank bone, symbolizing the korban Pesach (Pesach 
sacrifice), which was a lamb offered in the Temple in Jerusalem and was 
then roasted and eaten as part of the meal on Seder night. 
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PASSOVER CELEBRATION 
BY JEFFREY LOH 

 

We celebrated our first Passover at the New Centre on the 11th April 2009 in 
obedience to the Lord command given through Paul,  

1 Cor 5:7-8   7 Clean out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, just as 
you are in fact unleavened. For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed.  
8 Let us therefore celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven 
of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 
truth. 

Cecilia led the Passover Seder which had a good turn out of about 100 people. We had 
a time of songs, Scripture reading, prayer and the partaking of the communion table 
and cup.  

 

  According to Alfred Edersheim in The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, in Book 
2 Chapter 6, This Migdal Eder was not the watchtower for the ordinary flocks 
which pastured on the barren sheepground beyond Bethlehem, but lay close to the 
town, on the road to Jerusalem. A passage in the Mishnah Shek. vii. 4, leads to the 
conclusion, that the flocks, which pastured there, were destined for Temple-
sacrifices. In fact the Mishnah (Baba K. vii. 7) expressly forbids the keeping of flocks 
throughout the land of Israel, except in the wilderness - and the only flocks 
otherwise kept, would be those for the Temple-services (Baba K. 80 a) and, 
accordingly, that the shepherds, who watched over them, were not ordinary 
shepherds.  

 
 

From this, we can conclude that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem 
Ephrathah at a specific place, the “Migdal Eder”. And we know that the “Migdal 
Eder” was the watchtower where the Temple flock was raised for the specific 
purpose of Temple sacrifice. The shepherds who tended to them had to be specially 
trained and educated for this very purpose, ensuring that the flock they tended was 
neither blemished nor defective. They also had to ensure that they maintain a 
ceremonially clean place for birthing ewes. The fields around the “Migdal Eder” 
became the fields from which the flock would graze. This became what we know 
today as the “Shepherd’s Fields”. In fact, if one were to go to Israel today, you 
could even find olive presses and wine-presses for Temple use. 
 

 
Continued on page 8 
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Luke 2:8 recorded for us that shepherds were keeping watch over the flock by night. 
From what we know so far, these would be the shepherds from “Migdal Eder” who 
were taught by the Rabbis that the Messiah would proceed forth from the “Migdal 
Eder” in Bethlehem. There was therefore no necessity for the angels to give any 
directions for they knew exactly where to go. All they needed was to find the baby 
wrapped in “swaddling cloths and lying in a manger”.  
  
The “Midgal Eder” in Bethlehem would be an appropriate place for the Messiah to 
be born. This is the place where thousands of lambs would be bred for Temple 
sacrifice, a picture of the Greater Lamb, without spot or blemish ready for sacrifice 
(1 Pet 1:19). The Messiah was certainty not placed in a dirty feeding trough of 
donkeys, horses or chickens which do not give an appropriate picture.  
  

With all this background information, we now have a proper understanding of the 
events surrounding Messiah’s birth and it is certainly the Lord’s doing that Jesus 

must be born in “Migdal Eder” of Bethlehem, in the City of David. � 

 

There are many references to Jesus rising on the "third day" (Matthew 16:21, 17:23, 20:19, 
Mark 9:31, 10:34, Luke 9:22, 18:33, 24:7,46). Some use these facts to argue against a 
Wednesday crucifixion. This ceases to be a problem if we understand that the third day is 
either "the third day of His burial" or "the third day after his death". Paul says Christ "was 
buried, and that he was raised on the third day" in 1 Cor. 15:4. Why did Paul point out that 
Christ was buried? Christ had to go into the tomb, before he could rise from it. His burial 
was a reference point for "the third day." Thursday was a day. Friday the second, Saturday 
the third. Jesus arose the evening of Saturday, the third day (perhaps right at sundown, and 
the beginning of First Fruits). 

While the view that Christ died on a Wednesday harmonized the Scriptures very well, we 
must still do research on two more verses. After Jesus' resurrection, the disciples on the 
road to Emmaus said: "...and besides all this, it is the third day since these things happened" 
(Luke 24:21). Could the disciples have made a mistake, but Scripture recorded their mistake 
without comment? The other is Mk. 16:9 "Now after he had risen early on the first day of 
the week…" Could it be that Mk. 16:9-20 is a spurious addition, as the earliest Greek, 
versional and patristic evidence supports the conclusion that Mark ended his Gospel at 
16:8?  

In conclusion, except for possibly two verses, the scriptural evidence supports Wednesday 
as the day of Christ's death and his resurrection on the third day of his burial. We can also 
see how the rich symbolism and prophetic picture of the Passover was wonderfully fulfilled 
in Christ when God permitted men to celebrate two Passovers in CE 30, how an 
understanding that there were two Sabbaths (one regular, the other annual) harmonized the 
Gospel accounts, and how the Lord Jesus literally fulfilled the sign of Jonah, which is proof 
that He is the Messiah. 

With thanks to Cecilia Perh, whose December 2008 seminars in the Philippines helped to 
shed light on this subject. � 

Interesting websites: 

http://www.eyestosee.org 

http://brotherjosh.blogspot.com/2006/04/good-friday-what-day-did-jesus-die-on.html 

Two Passovers: 

http://web.ukonline.co.uk/geo.morris7/passover.htm 

http://doig.net/NTCIV.htm 
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If Christ died on a Wednesday, then he must have risen on Saturday evening/ beginning of 
Sunday by Jewish reckoning. Are there other evidences for this from Scripture? Yes! Christ 
gave the sign of Jonah to the scribes and Pharisees - three days and three nights in the heart of 
the earth (Mt. 12:40; Jonah 1:17). This is a proof of his Messiahship (Jn. 2:18-22). Some say 
there is no need for a literal fulfillment. But only a literal fulfillment can harmonize Mk. 8:31 
(The Son of Man must be killed, and after three days rise again.) The diagram below shows 
that Christ fulfilled the sign of Jonah literally. This would not be possible if he died on a 
Friday. 
 
This is also confirmed by the Feast of First Fruits, which is celebrated on the day after the 
regular Sabbath (Lev. 23:9-11). This Feast also warrants deeper study. But for now note that 
the Feast of First Fruits was typical of our Lord Jesus, who has risen from the dead as the 
"first-fruits of those who are asleep," (1Cor.15:20).  Our Lord Jesus rose on the regular Sabbath 
and he waited until the exact time the High Priest makes the first fruits offering. This explains 
why Christ said to Mary Magdalene, "Stop clinging to me, for I have not yet ascended to the 
Father…" (Jn. 20:17). Christ has to ascend to heaven, God’s presence, to wave his first fruits 
offering -his resurrection body- for us to be accepted (Lev 23:11). This explains the phrase in 
Eph. 1:6 that we are “accepted in the Beloved (KJV)” which Paul used. The offering of First 
Fruits was for our acceptance. 

 

PHILIPPINES TRIP DEC 2008 
BY KELLY NANDAR 

It was the time of the year again when Cecilia goes overseas to teach in the Philippines. In 

December 2008, Cecilia, with Georgette, Suzanna and Kelly, went to Rizal Province, 

Philippines to teach on the Jewish Perspective of the Torah.  God has been speaking to our 

Filipino brethren who have been investigating this area for themselves and wanted more 

input from Cecilia. 

The seminar was from Friday to Saturday, one full day and an afternoon. It was open to 

members of Rizal Brethren Fellowship and their guests (The Rizal Brethren Fellowship 

comprises of about ten brethren churches whose pastors meet regularly together for Bible 

Study, fellowship and accountability under the able leadership of Ron Low and Murel 

Espiritu).  

On the first day, I was pleasantly surprised by the average age of the attendees. They were 

mainly youths younger than I am! In Singapore, it is a rare sight to see youths of eighteen to 

nineteen years old attending Cecilia’s classes, for she deals with the deeper things of the 

Word. But over here, the youths are the ones leading the worship sessions and listening 

eagerly to what was being taught. It was later confirmed by Murel, the pastor of Palangoy 

Christian Gospel Chapel, and others that the population of Philippines is generally very 

young. In PCGC, more than 50% of the church population is twenty-five years and below.  

 
Continued on page 10 
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Over the next two days, Cecilia shared many insights regarding the observance of Torah 

in light of the Jewish understanding of the Scripture. She began with what our Lord Jesus 

rebuked the Scribes and Pharisees for and continued with some difficult and divisive 

issues like the observance of Sabbath, food and drink and the Law. She then continued to 

teach on the Spring and Autumn Feasts found in Leviticus 23.  

Well-informed that delving into Jewish perspective may be a stumbling block to some, she 

made a point to emphasize on her first day that Christians should not lose sight of the 

most important tenets of our faith. These are i) The Eternal, Unchanging Character of God 

ii) The Pure, Infallible Word of God iii) The Gospel of Jesus Christ and iv) The Centrality 

of Christ in our Faith and Sanctification. She delivered these truths clearly with 

explanations. Awesome! The Filipino youth leaders were enlightened and the older 

leaders took home many insights.  

 

But lessons from God were not merely contained within the boundary of the classroom. 

Throughout the course of accompanying Cecelia to seminar and visiting churches and 

interacting with the youth leaders, I could not help but notice something. The first love 

that was bubbling over in PCGC youths, the togetherness of the church, and the tender, 

sacrificial care of their leaders … I was very blessed. The Bible said that the poor of this 

world has been blessed with much faith. In this trip, this truth came alive for me. These 

youths show faith by their willingness to work hard for the work of the Lord, being 

hopeful concerning their future in the Lord despite hardships and the current economic 

problems, supporting each other in love and being repentant when disciplined by church 

leaders in the light of God’s Word. No church is spared from problems. The churches in 

Philippines have their share of problems internally but faith in the Lord shines through all 

these.  

Continued on page 11 

Matthew 28:1 - Now after the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first 
day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to look at the 
grave.  
 

Note that 'Sabbath' here is plural. sabba,twn is usually translated as week, but here 
bible translators have left it as 'Sabbath' except that literally, it is 'Sabbaths.' This 
should make sense as it was after the TWO Sabbaths, the annual Sabbath (First Day of 
Unleavened Bread) and the regular Sabbath (Saturday), when the two Marys came to 
look at the tomb again on Saturday evening. It was Saturday evening because the 
words translated as "now after" is the Greek oye which is 'late in the day; i.e. at 
evening; at the early dawn of the first'. Remember Jewish days begin in the evening! 
The words "began to dawn" can also give the impression the sun was rising. It was 
not. Both Matthew 28:1 and Luke 23:54 use dawn (epifwskw) for the dawning of the 
24-hour day at sunset, not of the dawning of the twelve-hour day at sunrise. So the 
women made two visits to the tomb, one on Saturday evening, and another one on 
Sunday early morning. 
 

Lk. 24:1 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the 
tomb, bringing spices which they had prepared.  
 

Note that "at early dawn" is orthros 'daybreak, dawn'. The women must have 
started out when it was still dark, and arrived when the sun was already rising. 
 

Mk. 16:2 And very early on the first day of the week, they came to the tomb 
when the sun had risen. 
 

"Very early" is lian. prwi..) lian 'greatly, exceedingly' cf.  ennuca lian 
"early morning while it was still dark" in Mk.1:35. prwi 'early morning, the fourth 
watch of the night, from 3 to 6 am.', cf. prwi in Mk. 15:1, 16:9, Jn. 20:1. See following 
chart: 
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It is noted by the synoptic gospels that the day Christ was crucified was Preparation 

Day, and Mark explains it as the day before the Sabbath (Mk. 15:42, cf. Lk. 23:54, Mt. 

27:62). This makes many assume this was the preparation for the regular Sabbath, 

but it was not.  John says it was the preparation of the Passover (Jn. 19:14). There are 

two kinds of Sabbath, the regular Sabbath, and an Annual Sabbath which can fall on 

any day of the week. John 19:31 confirms it was an Annual Sabbath by saying it was 

a high day, "The Jews therefore, because it was the day of preparation, so that the 

bodies should not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high 

day)" (NIV, "special Sabbath"). 

How do we get the idea there are regular Sabbaths and Annual Sabbaths? See Lev. 

23:1-8. The regular Sabbath is a 'holy convocation' (NASB), and other specific times 

like the first and seventh days of the Feast of Unleavened Bread are also holy 

convocations (v.1-8). No work is allowed on holy convocations. Christ died on Nisan 

14, and the next day Nisan 15 is an Annual Sabbath, being the first day of the Feast 

of Unleavened Bread. 

With this understanding, now we can work on understanding the probable order of 

events. 

Mark 16:1 - And when the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary 

the mother of James, and Salome, bought spices, that they might come and 

anoint Him.  

The Sabbath mentioned here refers the First day of Unleavened Bread which was an 

annual Sabbath – no work was allowed – it fell on a Thursday. 

When this Sabbath was over, they bought the spices and spent the whole day 

preparing these spices – this was on Friday. This throws light on the next verse: 

Luke 23:56 - And they returned and prepared spices and perfumes. And 

on the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment. 

The Sabbath mentioned here is the regular Sabbath – Friday evening to Saturday 

evening. Confusion would occur if we do not understand there were an annual 

Sabbath and a regular Sabbath. Mark 16:1 would then contradict Luke 23:56 (Mark 

says the women bought spices AFTER the Sabbath; Luke says the women prepared 

the spices BEFORE the Sabbath). 

 

Yes, I was stirred up by the first love I witnessed, spurred on by the persevering faith of the 

church leaders and more… I wanted to bless them in return and one way to help is to ease 

their financial burdens. Concerning this area, Singaporeans have been very generous and 

God has blessed us as we have blessed others. Yet here is another option for you to 

participate if God says so, those of you who read our Timothian Times. 

Needs abound everywhere: locally and abroad, and more so in light of the current financial 

crisis. If God so wills it, we ask you to seek the Lord in this area. The finances needed would 

provide for the Filipino pastors in Rizal Brethren Fellowship who earned about S$44 per 

month, the Bukas Puso Scholarships given to underprivileged youths to finish their college 

education, and the much needed regional Bible Resource Centre in Philippines (a building 

project God laid on the heart of ETW to undertake) and evangelistic outreach. Do get in 

touch with us with respect to any of these matters.  

2 Corinthians 8:7 - “But just as you abound in everything, in faith and utterance 

and knowledge and in all earnestness and in the love we inspired in you, see that 

you abound in this gracious work also.” � 
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DID JESUS DIE ON A FRIDAY? 

This question is related to a seemingly contradiction in Scripture. The 

Synoptic Gospels recorded that the Last Supper took place at Passover (Mk. 

14:12-17; Mt. 26:17-20; Lk. 22:7-14). However John said it took place before the 

Passover (John: 13:1-4, cf. 19:14-15).  

Sceptics and opponents of the faith demand an answer. Instead of professing 

agnosticism, we can turn to the Scriptures and attempt reconciliation. 

The reference point is the Passover. When is Passover to be celebrated? Nisan 

14 (Ex. 12:1-8, Lev. 23:1-8). 

The second reference point is the year Christ died. Some say it is 30 AD others 

33 AD. The most widely accepted year is 30 AD. Scriptural support comes from 

Jn. 2:13-22, if we take the restoration of the Temple by Herod to have begun at 

20 BC. Adding 46 years to this takes us to 27 AD, the context of Jn.2, and Jesus 

was crucified 3 years later. 

When was Passover in 30 AD? If we take computer calculations to be correct, 

Nisan 14 in 30 AD fell on a Wednesday. Source:  

http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/monthly.html?month=4&year=30&country=34 

 

But understand that there were two Passovers celebrated in 30 AD. The 
Sadducees celebrated it on Nisan 14 while the Pharisees on Nisan 15. The 
diverging viewpoints are understandable in the light of the commandment that 
the Passover lamb must be killed at twilight. Jewish days begin after sunset. So 
if the Passover is to be celebrated on Nisan 14, then the Passover lamb must be 
killed at twilight on Nisan 13, and the Passover celebrated when Nisan 14 
begins (Sadducees).  

Or the Passover lamb could be killed on the twilight of Nisan 14 itself, thus the 
celebration of the Passover takes place when Nisan 15 begins (Pharisees). Our 
Lord celebrated the Passover with his disciples at the beginning of Nisan 14, 
and was crucified at twilight on Nisan 14, just when the Passover lamb was 
being killed. In the Father's providence, the Son of God could eat the Passover 
meal with his disciples and yet be sacrificed as our Paschal Lamb at the same 
hour the Passover lamb was killed!  

If we take the above to be correct thus far, does not the Scripture make it clear 
that Christ died on a Friday, since the next day was the Sabbath? 
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